68                                CIVITAS DEI                               CH.

The principle of the commonwealth is a catholic
principle in the truest and fullest sense of the word.
It calls upon all the children of men by every act
which affects their mutual relations to contribute
something to the structure of human society as a
whole, to the temple of God and man upon earth.
The Indian or Chinese peasant who urges his
neighbours to remove filth through the agency of
the village council is bringing a little nearer the day
when the growing volume of spiritual life will issue
in a commonwealth wide enough to include first his
nation and then all human beings, and establish the
rule of law for them all. In the meetings of neigh-
bours who have gathered in the evening to discuss
how the village can be drained, or cleaner water can
be brought to its homes, I think that our Lord
would see an expression of the principle he typified
in the consecration of food and drink.1 The import-
ance of any activity, however local and detailed in
character, which tends to exercise faculty in men for
serving each other cannot be overstated. It was once
said of England that she saved herself by her
exertions, and by her example saved the world. But
the same can be said of every self-governing com-
munity. The success they achieve is not confined to
themselves. One of the strongest factors in extending
and improving local self-government throughout the
world has been the fifty years' record of the London
County Council. On the continent of Europe the
system of government maintained in Switzerland is
perhaps the most formidable menace to the des-
potisms which surround it. The development of
national commonwealths, in accordance with the
principle of their being, and in all their internal
organs, is a vital means for extending that principle
to the rest of the world in which it is denied. If the
organisation of human society as one commonwealth
is the true goal of human endeavour, the establish-